The role of high risk HPV lymph node positivity in the surgical staging of cancer of the uterine cervix.
The presence of oncogenic Human Papillomavirus (HPV) DNAs in cervical carcinomas and their normal and metastatic pelvic lymph nodes is studied worldwide. Does the HPV positivity without histological metastasis in the lymph nodes mean an early prognostic indicator in the progress of the disease? The authors analyzed the surgical, histological and virological data of four cervical cancer patients, whose recurrence occurred very early and died soon. After performing radical hysterectomy with precise removal of the pelvic lymph nodes, they assessed the operative specimens by routine histology and detected for HPV types by PCR. All the four lymph nodes harboured HPV-18 subtype in spite of negative histology in three cases. Thus the authors consider that if the lymph nodes contain any type of high-risk HPVs maybe despite negative histology or early stage of cancer we have to treat the patient as if she had an advanced cervical cancer.